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Beginning Sounds File Folder Game - t i h l  
 

Goal:  Students identify beginning sounds in words and relate those sounds to the alphabet 

letters that represent those sounds.  

 

Description:  There are seven games.  The letters are taught in groups of four, in the same 

order in which they are introduced in the sound story and the Learning The Alphabet work-

books.  Play the games in order, starting with number one.  Before you play each game, 

teach the letters and sounds for that game.    

 

1) tihl, 2) nwub, 3) mrfe, 4) sjoc, 5) davg, 6) pkyqu, 7) kyquz. 

 

To prepare the activity:  Game Boards - Copy the game boards.  Each game will have a 

left page, with letters, sound pictures, and empty boxes, and a right page, with empty box-

es.  Paste each pair of pages inside a file folder.  Or, copy the game boards onto card stock 

and tape the pages together in the center. so that they can fold.   Laminate.   

Picture Cards - Copy the picture cards onto white card stock and laminate.  The colors on 

each set are different to help keep them organized.  The border color on the pictures 

matches the background color at the top of the game board.   Cut the picture cards apart.  

Store each set of cards in a separate clear plastic bag or manila envelope.    

Identification Cards - For each game there is a label card showing the game number and 

the letters used.  Put this card in the clear plastic bag with the game pieces, or tape it to 

the front of the manila envelope.  There is also a separate card for each set with the names 

of the pictures.  This card will be used by the teacher in case any pictures cannot be identi-

fied.   Put the card in the file folder or folded game board.    

 

Set up:  After you teach the first letters, t i h l, play the first file folder game.  Place the 

game board on the table.  Shuffle the picture cards and place them on the table face down.   

 

Do The Activity:  Work with students in pairs or small groups.   Students take turns 

choosing a picture card.  They say the name of the picture, listening for the beginning 

sound.  If a student is unsure of a picture name, the teacher says the name and explains the 

meaning as needed.  Show the students how to emphasize the first sound when they pro-

nounce the word.  For each picture, students listen for the first sound and find the letter 

on the board that represents that sound.  They place the picture in the row beside that let-

ter.   If a student is unsure of a letter sound, point out the sound picture with that letter 

and model the sound.  Remind the student that the letter shows the same sound.  Assist as 

needed.  Continue until all the pictures have been placed.   

 

Optional:  Let each student choose a letter on the board.  They watch to see which letter 

has all the boxes filled with pictures first.  The students who chose that letter are the 

“winners.” 



How To Assemble The Game Boards Using A File Folder 

Run off the left and right 

game board pages on heavy 

white paper. 

Trim the center margin from 

each page. 

Glue the pages inside a file fold-

er with the center edges close 

together on either side of the 

fold.  Laminate the folder. 

Place the label card and game 

pieces in a clear plastic bag.  

Store the bag and the picture 

identification card in the folded 

game board. 
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How To Assemble The Game Boards Without A File Folder 

Run of the left and right game 

board pages on white card 

stock.   

Trim the center margin from 

each page. 

Tape the card stock pages to-

gether in the middle.  Leave a 

small gap between the pages so 

will be able to fold.  Laminate.   

Place the label card and game 

pieces in a clear plastic bag.  

Store the bag and the picture 

identification card in the folded 

game board. 
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