
Small Letter Cards  
For Spelling The  Wordlists In  

Rhyming Short Vowel  
Words And Sentences 

Instructions 

The use of small letter cards printed on paper is provided here for teachers who are unable to ob-

tain small plastic letters for student instruction.  Each page in this file is used to supplement a lesson 

in the Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences book.   There are 29 different word lists plus 3 

suffix study pages in the student book, and this file has a separate set of letter cards for each of 

those pages.  The letter cards supply all the letters needed to spell the ten words on the list.  In gen-

eral, there are between 8 and 15 letter cards for each list.  In each lesson, you may be able to spell 

additional short vowel words using the available letters, however this is optional.  Be aware that 

students should not spell short vowel words with beginning or ending consonant blends until they 

reach those lessons in level four.     

This activity should be done at a teaching table with three rotating small groups of students.  It is 

very similar to the activity Working With Plastic Letters, described in the student book .  Be sure to 

read that section, and also the Words To Spell With Plastic Letters section in the student book for 

more detailed information.   

The teacher will work directly with each small group to assist them in spelling each of the words, 

using the movable letter cards.   To start have students build two-letter vowel-consonant and  con-

sonant-vowel combinations as a warm-up before spelling the ten new words.  For some students, 

this two-sound practice is an essential stepping stone to success with three-sound words.   

The ideal time to spell words with either plastic letters or small letter cards is the afternoon before 

a new word list is introduced.  Students will practice saying the sounds one at a time as they place 

the letters in order as they spell each word.  They can focus on the sounds without having to worry 

about writing the letters at this point.  This helps students internalize the concept of beginning, 

middle, and ending sounds and their relationship to letter symbols in short vowel words, as they 



choose the correct letters, going from left to right, to represent those sounds.  If students make a mis-

take, they are able to easily change the position of the letters as needed, as prompted by the teacher.  

Working in a small group with direct modeling and support from the teacher along with the chance to 

observe other students spelling successfully builds enthusiasm and confidence.  This prepares stu-

dents to spell the words accurately during the next day’s spelling dictation period.         

Getting Started 

Print the letter pages on white cardstock, if possible.  Thick white paper will work if cardstock is not 

available.   Print on just one side of the sheets.  

Each page is labeled, showing the lesson number in the book that it matches.  The letters needed to 

spell each of the words on that list are printed on the page.  Some pages have enough sets of letters 

for three students.  Other pages have enough sets of letters for two students.  Print enough pages so 

that each student in the small group gets one set of letters.    

You will be able to work comfortably with about six or seven students at a time, or even eight if nec-

essary.  Ahead of time, prepare the needed work mats to use in each small group.  This only needs to 

be done one time, since the pages will be saved to use each time students do this activity.  Use a 

sheet of copy paper, colored cardstock, or construction paper.   Draw a straight line horizontally 2 ⅛ 

inches from the bottom of the page, positioned in landscape mode.  The area above the line will be 

the “letter bank” where students put all the cut-out letters they will use for spelling that day.  They 

should arrange the letters neatly in two or three rows.  The letters do not need to be in any particular 

order.  The area below the line will be the “spelling area.”     

Have the first group of students each cut apart a set of letter cards and arrange them on their work 

mats.  After they have spelled the words with the letter cards, it will be a simple process to rotate the 

next two groups to the table.  The work mats and letters will already be in place.    

The letter cards can be 

saved for future use, if de-

sired.   After all three 

groups have completed the 

lesson, each set of letter 

cards can be placed in a 

separate clear resealable 

plastic bag or a paper enve-

lope, labeled with the name 

of the Rhyming Short Vowel 

Words And Sentences book 

and the lesson number.  

Pages that can be cut apart 

to serve as labels are pro-

vided in this PDF file.   
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Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 1  (3 sets) 

n u t t h r 
m m b    
n u t t h r 
m m b    
n u t t h r 
m m b    



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 2  (3 sets) 

s s u n n f 
r b t x l  
s s u n n f 
r b t x l  
s s u n n f 
r b t x l  



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 3  (2 sets) 

c u f f m b 
d s s h l l 
t j     
c u f f m b 
d s s h l l 
t j     



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 4  (3 sets) 

r u g m h b 
j d t s   
r u g m h b 
j d t s   
r u g m h b 
j d t s   



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 5  (2 sets) 

u p p c h f 
f b s g l l 
n t t    
u p p c h f 
f b s g l l 
n t t    



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 6  (2 sets)    

m a t t r s 
f h v p c b 
M      
m a t t r s 
f h v p c b 
M      



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 7   (3 sets)    
r a g s l n 
w b t    
r a g s l n 
w b t    
r a g s l n 
w b t    



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 8  (3 sets)    
p a d d s l 
m f h b   
p a d d s l 
m f h b   
p a d d s l 
m f h b   



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 9  (3 sets)    
m a p s n z 
l t c g y  
m a p s n z 
l t c g y  
m a p s n z 
l t c g y  



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 10  (3 sets)    
r a m h y t 
c j d P S  
r a m h y t 
c j d P S  
r a m h y t 
c j d P S  



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 11  (2 sets)    
f a n n m r 
v c p t b J 
A      
f a n n m r 
v c p t b J 
A      



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 12   (3 sets)    
l a b n c t 
d w x s f  
l a b n c t 
d w x s f  
l a b n c t 
d w x s f  



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 13  (2 sets)    
m a s s p b 
l g h j z z 
y k     
m a s s p b 
l g h j z z 
y k     



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 14   (3 sets)    
l o t t h n 
r c d g j p 
l o t t h n 
r c d g j p 
l o t t h n 
r c d g j p 



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 15   (3 sets)    
m o p p s h 
t d r n c  
m o p p s h 
t d r n c  
m o p p s h 
t d r n c  



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 16   (3 sets)    
f o g h l j 
d b x p   
f o g h l j 
d b x p   
f o g h l j 
d b x p   



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 17   (3 sets)    
c o b B j s 
s m l l t d 
c o b B j s 
s m l l t d 
c o b B j s 
s m l l t d 



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 18  (2 sets)    
o d d f f n 
c w k m m p 
p o     
o d d f f n 
c w k m m p 
p o     



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 19   (3 sets)    
h i t t l s 
f b k p m qu 
h i t t l s 
f b k p m qu 
h i t t l s 
f b k p m qu 



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 20  (2 sets)    
h i l l f s 
w m d b p g 
qu      
h i l l f s 
w m d b p g 
qu      



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 21  (3 sets)    
s i p l h r 
y d t z k  
s i p l h r 
y d t z k  
s i p l h r 
y d t z k  



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 22  (3 sets)    
f i n w b t 
p k m x f s 
f i n w b t 
p k m x f s 
f i n w b t 
p k m x f s 



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 23  (2 sets)    
w i g g f r 
b j d p z z 
a      
w i g g f r 
b j d p z z 
a      



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 24  (2 sets)    
f i b b r j 
k s s h m L 
z z qu    
f i b b r j 
k s s h m L 
z z qu    



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 25  (3 sets)    
l i d d h r 
k m v K   
l i d d h r 
k m v K   
l i d d h r 
k m v K   



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 26   (3 sets)    
n e t l s w 
v m g j b p 
n e t l s w 
v m g j b p 
n e t l s w 
v m g j b p 



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 27  (3 sets)    
m e n h d t 
p l g g b k 
m e n h d t 
p l g g b k 
m e n h d t 
p l g g b k 



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 28  (3 sets)    
r e d l l f 
b s y w b t 
r e d l l f 
b s y w b t 
r e d l l f 
b s y w b t 



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 29  (2 sets)    
m e s s l y 
p p h m w b 
f z     
m e s s l y 
p p h m w b 
f z     



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 30  (2 sets)    
r u n s s i 
t a p j o g 
s e f l l  
r u n s s i 
t a p j o g 
s e f l l  



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 31  (2 sets)    
c a t s d o 
g g h i l l 
c u p e k  
c a t s d o 
g g h i l l 
c u p e k  



Rhyming Short Vowel Words And Sentences - List # 32   (1 set )    
S a m ’s c a 
t P p n B e 
J i l l d o 
T v M g g l 
l      
      


