
Sound City Reading Wall Charts 

 

 

 

Print these charts on 11 X 17 inch paper.  Laminate if desired.  The charts can be 

arranged in a group on a large wall.  This provides a reference  point when teaching 

and reviewing the patterns.  If wall space does not allow all the charts to be dis-

played, the charts can be mounted on individual pieces of poster board and shown 

one at a time during the review period.  

Don’t put up all the charts at once.  Add new charts when you begin teaching those 

patterns.  Some charts are included in two or three different versions.    Students 

working in the earlier books will use the charts with fewer patterns; those in the 

later books will use the charts with more patterns.  The charts are labeled to show 

the books with which they will be used. 

For the alphabet chart, trim the inside margins and tape the pages together along 

the center line.   

The long o and dotted a patterns will not all fit on the same page.  Attach the sec-

ond page to the first page with tape.  Cut off any blank white areas as needed. 

Arrange the long vowel charts in a row on the wall in this order: long a, long e, long i, 

long o, long u.  There are two long u pages; put the u/tulip page first and the u/

music page second.   Arrange the dotted vowel patterns on the wall in this order: 

dotted a, dotted e, dotted i, dotted o, dotted u.  Leave enough space for all the 

charts and add them as needed.  Some of these pages are short and have been 

printed two on the same page.  Cut the page to separate these charts before ar-

ranging them on the wall.  (Two dots over a vowel means “not the usual sound.”) 

If desired, you can put a large construction paper triangle at the top of each chart 

to show a “roof.”  Hence the name “Sound City Reading.” 

The ending blend chart requires two pages of ending blend shapes.  Trim the bot-

tom edge of the page that begins with ask.  Put this page at the top of page that 

begins with ist, so that there is no gap between the shapes. Then tape the pages 

together.  Now tape these two pages to the ending blend truck chart, so that it 

looks like they are being carried by the truck, trimming as needed.   

To assemble the beginning blends chart, tape the beginning blend page to the begin-

ning blends truck, so that it looks like the truck is carrying the shapes, trimming as 

needed. 

To use the charts, point to the patterns and key words and have students say the 

sounds and key words in unison.  Some charts have pictures from the sound story 

instead of key words.  To get started, model and have students repeat.   Work with 

only the patterns that have been taught.   

All materials are copyrighted, but teachers, parents, and tutors have permission to 

copy or download and print this file for use with their own students.  Permission is 

given for school wide and system wide use of materials.  All other use is prohibited.   
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Short Vowels Long Vowels Umbrella Vowels 

 
 

The Story Of The  
Umbrella Vowels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One day the vowels went 
for a walk.  Suddenly it 
started to rain.  So the 
letter U put up his large 
umbrella, which he always 
carried, because the word  
“umbrella” starts with his 
“uh” sound.  The other 
letters, a, e, i, and o, 
asked if they could get 
under the umbrella, too.  
“Yes,” said U, “if you 
promise to say my ‘uh’ 
sound in words.”  The 
other letters were sad.  
They wanted to say their 
own sounds.  But then it 
started to rain even 
harder.  “Please, we want 
to say our own sounds,” 
said the vowels, “but we 
are getting wet.”  The 
letter U said, “If you 
promise to say my sound 
in a some words, I’ll let 
you get under the 
umbrella.”  And that is 
why, to this very day, the 
letters a, e, i, and o say 
their own sound in most 
words, but in some words 
they say the u/umbrella 
sound.  
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Bossy R Patterns 
 

The letter R is very bossy.  
When it follows a vowel, it 
tells the vowel what to say.  
Watch out!  It may not be 
the sound you expect. 
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The Story Of The  
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One day the vowels went for a walk.   

Suddenly it started to rain.  So the letter  

U put up his large umbrella, which he always car-

ried, because the word  “umbrella” starts with his 

“uh” sound.  The other letters, a, e, i, and o, asked if 

they could get under the umbrella, too.  “Yes,” said 

U, “if you promise to say my ‘uh’ sound in words.”  

The other letters were sad.  They wanted to say 

their own sounds.  But then it started to rain even 

harder.  “Please, we want to say our own sounds,” 

said the vowels, “but we are getting wet.”  The letter 

U said, “If you promise to say my sound in a some 

words, I’ll let you get under the umbrella.”  And that 

is why, to this very day, the letters a, e, i, and o say 

their own sound in most words, but in some words 

they say the u/umbrella sound.  

 
o 

a 
what 

son 
Phonics Patterns, Book 1 



Bossy R Pattern 
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The letter R is very bossy.  
When it follows a vowel, it 
tells the vowel what to say.  
Watch out!  It may not be 
the sound you expect. 
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Shady Short Vowels 
 

Watch out for shady 
short vowels!  In some 
words these letters 
and letter patterns 
represent a sound 
that you don’t expect. 
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One day the vowels went for a walk.   

Suddenly it started to rain.  So the letter  

U put up his large umbrella, which he always car-

ried, because the word  “umbrella” starts with his 

“uh” sound.  The other letters, a, e, i, and o, asked if 

they could get under the umbrella, too.  “Yes,” said 

U, “if you promise to say my ‘uh’ sound in words.”  

The other letters were sad.  They wanted to say 

their own sounds.  But then it started to rain even 

harder.  “Please, we want to say our own sounds,” 

said the vowels, “but we are getting wet.”  The letter 

U said, “If you promise to say my sound in a some 

words, I’ll let you get under the umbrella.”  And that 

is why, to this very day, the letters a, e, i, and o say 

their own sound in most words, but in some words 

they say the u/umbrella sound.  
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The letter R is very bossy.  
When it follows a vowel, it 
tells the vowel what to say.  
Watch out!  It may not be 
the sound you expect. 
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Watch out for shady 
short vowels!  In some 
words these letters 
and letter patterns 
represent a sound 
that you don’t expect. 
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The letter R is very bossy.  
When it follows a vowel, it 
tells the vowel what to say.  
Watch out!  It may not be 
the sound you expect. 
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Watch out for shady 
short vowels!  In some 
words these letters 
and letter patterns 
represent a sound 
that you don’t expect. 
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Add to the bottom of the previous chart for Phonics Patterns, Book 8 
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Vowel Pair Introduction  

Explain to the students: When two vowels go walking, the first one does the 

talking.  The first vowel gets to say its name. The second vowel has to be 

quiet.  Point to each pair and have students figure out the sound.   

   

Split-Vowel Pair Introduction  

Explain to the students: Two vowels go walking, but a consonant squeezes 

between the vowels.  It wants to play, too.  Still, when two vowels go walk-

ing, the first one does the talking.  The first vowel says its name, and the 

second vowel has to be quiet.  Point to each pair and have students figure 

out the sound.   

   

Follow The Leader Introduction   

Explain: These letters are playing “follow the leader.”  The vowel is the 

leader, and gets to say its name.  The two consonants that follow say their 

regular sound.  But watch out!  Letters with an x above them are silent.  

Have students give the sound for each pattern.   

   



Vowel Pair Introduction  

Explain to the students: When two vowels go walking, the first one does the 

talking.  The first vowel gets to say its name. The second vowel has to be 

quiet.  Point to each pair and have students figure out the sound.   

    

Split-Vowel Pair Introduction  

Explain to the students: Two vowels go walking, but a consonant squeezes 

between the vowels.  It wants to play, too.  Still, when two vowels go walking, 

the first one does the talking.  The first vowel says its name, and the second 

vowel has to be quiet.  Point to each pair and have students figure out the 

sound.   

    

Follow The Leader Introduction   

Explain: These letters are playing “follow the leader.”  The vowel is the lead-

er, and gets to say its name.  The two consonants that follow say their regu-

lar sound.  But watch out!  Letters with an x above them are silent.  Have 

students give the sound for each pattern.   

    


