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PHASE ONE 

Put Syllables Together  

To Make Words  

 

 

 
 

PHASE TWO  

Put Sounds Together  

To Make Words  

 
 

 This activity is a listening game that prepares students to read words.  It works 

well for students of any age who need practice hearing how sounds go together to make 

words.  You can work with individual students, small groups, or a whole class using the 

oral blending pages in this book.  If you donõt have enough copies of the book, you can 

download the pdf file for this book to a computer (www.soundcityreading.net) and show 

the pages on a large screen using a projector.  Follow the instructions below, calling on 

individual students to answer during the activity.      

 During the game, the teacher will say the word for each picture "like a robot," by 

pronouncing each syllable or sound in the word separately.  This is called òsegmentingó 

the word.  The studentõs job is to listen carefully to the individual parts of the word, 

connect the sounds mentally, identify the word, and say it smoothly, without a break.  

This is called òoral blending.ó  Make it clear to the student that in this activity he is not 

to copy the teacherõs robot voice.  He should òblendó the word by òsaying it fast,ó pro-

nouncing the word in the normal way.  

 Begin with the Two -Syllable Words, Set 1, and work through the pages in order.  

Do one or more pages daily, over a period of time; don't attempt to do all the pages at 

once.  Students need time to internalize this idea.  If students have clearly mastered 

one type of word, you donõt have to do all of those pages.  Go on to the next type of 

word.  The words are taught in this order, from easiest to most difficult: two -syllable 

words, three -syllable words, four -syllable words, two -sound words, three -sound words, 

four -sound words, five -sound words, six -sound words.  The last three categories are 

challenge level words.  Study them with students who are learning to read words with 

consonant blends. 

hip......po 

h ippo  

Say the word.  Hear the syllables.  

f......a......n 

fan  

Say the word.  Hear the sounds.  
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 Before you begin, you may want to talk about the pictures on the page to be sure 

students know the name of each picture.  Then say the name of one picture at a time, 

going in random order, speaking òlike a robot,ó separating the word parts completely, 

with a pause of a second or two between each part. The word lists show dashes in the 

words; these indicate where to pause.  In the two syllable words, the pauses will come 

between the syllables.  In the one syllable words, the pauses will come between each in-

dividual sound in the word.   
 

Follow These Steps  
 

1. The students look at the pictures.  The teacher uses the word list for that page.  

The words are listed in the order that they appear on the page; however, the teacher 

should go through the words in random order so that students must find the correct 

picture.  

2. Say the sounds for one of the words, going from left to right, with a pause between 

each syllable (for two -syllable words) or between each sound (for one -syllable words).  

For example, if the word is fan , the teacher would say "f.......a.......n."  Be sure each 

sound is completely separate.  For example, don't say "fa......n"  or "f.....an."  Also, be 

careful not to add the "uh" sound to the consonants, "fuh.....a.....nuh."    

3. Call on a student to look at the pictures, put the sounds together mentally, and find 

the picture represented by those sounds. The student should point to it and say the 

word in the normal way (not with separated sounds).  If the student separates the 

sounds, the teacher should tell the student to "say it fast."  If you see that the stu-

dent is not familiar with the word or is having trouble finding the picture, give hints 

until the student is successful.  

4. Pronounce the next word, and then the remaining words, one at a time, in the same 

way.  Remember to go in random order.  Dashes indicate where to pause in each word.  

Continue calling on students until all the words have been completed.  

5. The students respond in the same way each time, listening to the sounds, finding the 

picture, pointing to it, and saying the word normally.  

6. Pronounce double letters, vowel pairs, and consonant digraphs as a single sound, for 

example   jé.aé.zz,   ré..aié..n,   and   fé.ié.sh. 

 

 You may want to have students mark the pictures as they are found.  For example, 

they could circle, underline, or put an X on the pictures.  Or you could instruct them to 

draw squares, circles, or triangles around the pictures.  If desired, you could give a vari-

et y of  inst r uct ions on t he same page so st udent s have t o list en car ef ully t o f ollow t hem.  

Marking the answers provides practice holding and using a pencil, preparing students for 

handwriting activities, while also developing listening skills.  Another way for students to 

mark their answers is to put small squares of construction paper on each picture when 

they select it.  

 You will use the same pictures again for the segmenting activity.   
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Separating The Sounds In Words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 This activity is done without using letters.  Students see a picture and listen 

carefully to the word to identify the individual sounds, in the correct order.  Students 

say each sound separately, with a slight pause between each one.  This is just the 

opposite of the oral blending activity, in which the teacher says the separate sounds and 

students have to put the sounds together.  

 It is important that students say the sounds, not  the letter names. This skill 

prepares students to spell words accurately.  It also helps students understand the 

phonetic structure of words, helping them learn to read words as well.   

 Encourage students to say the sounds correctly, with a distinct pause between the 

sounds.  For example, for the word fan they should say f.....a.....n.   Do not allow them to 

add òuhó to each sound, as in fuh.....a.....nuh. 
 

Materials    
 

 Use the same picture pages in this book that 

are used for the oral blending activity.  Students can 

each have their own books open, or for a small group you can display just one book as long 

as all the students can see it.  Alternately, you could make a copy of the page with the 

pictures, cut the pictures apart, and display one picture at a time as you do the activity.  

 Youõll need between three and six small objects  for each student, depending on 

which list you do.  Use two objects for two -syllable or two -sound words.  Use three 

objects for three -syllable or three -sound words.  Use four objects for four -sound words 

and five objects for five -sound words, and so on.  Colored cubes or teddy bear counters 

are available from school supply stores.  If these are not available, you could use other 

items , such as buttons, dried beans, bottle caps, etc.  Small slips of colored paper about 

one inch square will work, too.   

    fan  f  a n 

Say the whole word.  Say the sounds.  
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 Sometimes I  use three different colors  of cubes or teddy bear counters , lined up 

from left to right in this order - green, yellow, and red.  I talk about the colors on a 

stoplight with the student.  Green means go, yellow means slow down, and red means stop.  

 This activity works well with a small group working at a table.  Provide each student 

with the correct number of cubes or other tokens.  They should line the cubes up in a 

straight line.   

 Segmenting frame patterns are provided at the end of this book to help students 

line up the cubes correctly.  Students place the cubes in the bottom row, one in each box.  

They push a cube to the top section as they say each sound in a word, continuing from 

left to right until all the sounds have been pronounced and all the cubes are in the top 

area.   

 The frames are larger or smaller depending on the number of sounds in the words.  

For one student, remove the sample pages from this book, cut out the frames, and glue 

them to pieces of cardstock or construction paper.  For a group of students, copy the 

patterns onto card stock and cut out.  While these frames are helpful they are not 

absolutely necessary.  Students can work with the cubes or other tokens directly on a 

table or on their desks.  

 

 

 

 

 

  
To Do The Activity   
 

 Use the same word lists that you use for the oral blending activities.  Choose which 

page you want to practice.  Generally, this will be the same page that you have recently 

completed doing the oral blending activity.  Pass out the correct number of cubes to each 

student, along with a frame with just enough boxes at the bottom to accommodate the 

cubes.  At the beginning, and whenever you move to a higher number of cubes, provide 

cubes and a frame for yourself, so that you can model the process for the students.  

 Point to the first picture on the page.  For this activity its fine to go in the order 

in which the pictures appear on the page.     

 To start, say the word normally and have the students repeat.  Then model for  the 

students  how to break the word apart .  Dashes in the words show where the students 

should pause.  Multi -syllable words will be broken into separate syllables: rain -bow.  One-

syllable words will be broken  into separate sounds: c -a-t.    

 Start with the cubes in a row, side by side.  Model how to segment the word.  As 

you say the first syllable or sound, push the first cube forward about an inch. Push 

another cube forward for each remaining syllable or sound, working from left to right.  
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The diagrams on the following pages show how to move the cubes while pronouncing the 

sounds for various word configurations.   

 After watching you, students  repeat the process with the same word , moving their 

cubes while they pronounce the sounds .  For one-syllable words be sure the sounds are 

completely separate.  For example, cat should be c....a.....t, not  ca.....t, and not c.....at.    

 Continue in the same way for each picture .  Model as many times as needed.  As 

soon as students catch on, say the word for each picture and let the students try to 

segment the words on their own.  You can call on individual students to segment, then 

have the group segment the word again, in unison, moving their cubes all at the same time.  

Provide guidance as needed.  The goal is for students  to hear the word, move the cubes, 

and simultaneously say each part of the word clearly,  without help from you.    

 This process is called òsegmenting.ó   

 

Skill Progression  

 

 Practice segmenting skills in this order.  

 

1. Two-Syllable Words  

2. Three -Syllable Words  

3. Four-Syllable Words  

4. Two-Sound Words  

5. Three -Sound Words  

6. Four-Sound Words  

7. Five-Sound Words  

8. Six -Sound Words  

 

 This skill is fairly easy with multi -syllable words.  It is more challenging to work 

with two -sound words and even more so with three -sound words.  Spend plenty of time on 

the two -sound words.  When students are comfortable with two -sound words, go on to 

the three -sound words.  Do a little each day, continue to model as needed, and give the 

students time to learn.     

 Young students may not be ready for two and three -sound words.  Continue to 

practice multi -syllable words if this is the case.  

 The four and five -sound words can be quite difficult.  Donõt try to do these until 

later.  Use them with students who are studying consonant blends in Phonetic Words And 
Stories, Book 1 .  
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2.   

 mail 
   

 

Move the blocks forward, one at a time, saying one syllable for each block.  Students will not 

see any letters.  The letters shown here are only to show what should be pronounced.   

Working With Two - Syllable Words  

1.   
Starting  

Point 

   

1.   
Starting  

Point 

   

3.   

box 
   

Say The Syllables  

Push the first block up.  

Say the first syllable.  

Push the second block up.  

Say the second syllable.  

Say the whole word.  

òMailbox.ó 

Say the whole word.  

òMailbox.ó 

 



11 © 2018 by Kathryn J. Davis  Phonemic Awareness Picture Pages 

3.    

ter  
    

4.    

fly  
    

2.    

but  
    

1.    
Starting  

Point 

    

Working With Three - Syllable Words  

Say the whole word.  

òButterfly.ó 

Say the whole word.  

òButterfly.ó 

Say The Syllables  

Push the first block up.  

Say the first syllable.  

Push the second block up.  

Say the second syllable.  

Push the third block up.  

Say the third syllable.  

Move the blocks forward, one at a time, saying one syllable for each block.  Students will not 

see any letters.  The letters shown here are only to show what should be pronounced.   
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Move the blocks forward, one at a time, saying a sound for each block.  Students will not see 

any letters.  The letters shown here are only to show what sounds should be pronounced.  Be 

sure to pronounce the sounds, not  the names of the letters.  

Segmenting Two - Sound Words  

1.   
Starting  

Point 

   

1.   
Starting  

Point 

   

2.   

t  
   

3.   

oe 
   

 

 

Say The Sounds 

Push the first block up.  

Say the first sound.  

Push the second block up.  

Say the second sound.  

Say the whole word.  

òToe.ó 

Say the whole word.  

òToe.ó 
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3.    

a 
    

4.    

t  
    

2.    

c 
    

1.    
Starting  

Point 

    

Segmenting Three - Sound Words  

Move the blocks forward, one at a time, saying a sound for each block.  Students will not see 

any letters.  The letters shown here are only to show what sounds should be pronounced.  Be 

sure to pronounce the sounds, not  the names of the letters.  

Say The Sounds 

 

 

 

Push the first block up.  

Say the first sound.  

Push the next block up.  

Say the next sound.  

Push the last block up.  

Say the last sound.  

Say the whole word.  

òCat.ó 

Say the whole word.  

òCat.ó 
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2.    

l 
 

     

1.    
Starting  

Point 

 

     

Segmenting Four - Sound Words  

Students do not see any letters.  The letters shown here are only to show what sounds should be pronounced.  

Be sure to pronounce the letter sounds, not  the letter names.   

Say The Sounds 

 

5.    

p 
 

     

Push the first block up.  

Say the first sound.  

Push the next block up.  

Say the next sound.  

Push the last block up.  

Say the last sound.  

Say the whole word.  

òLamp.ó 

Say the whole word.  

òLamp.ó 

3.    

a 
 

     

4.    

m 
 

     

Push the next block up.  

Say the next sound.  
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2.    

f  
 

     

1.    
Starting  

Point 

 

     

Segmenting Four - Sound Words  

Students do not see any letters.  The letters shown here are only to show what sounds should be pronounced.  

Be sure to pronounce the letter sounds, not  the letter names.   

Say The Sounds 

 

5.    

g 
 

     

Push the first block up.  

Say the first sound.  

Push the next block up.  

Say the next sound.  

Push the last block up.  

Say the last sound.  

Say the whole word.  

òFrog.ó 

Say the whole word.  

òFrog.ó 

3.    

r  
 

     

4.    

o 
 

     

Push the next block up.  

Say the next sound.  
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1.    

Starting  

Point 

  

      

Segmenting Five - Sound Words  

 

Push the first block up.  

Say the first sound.  

Push the next block up.  

Say the next sound.  

Push the last block up.  

Say the last sound.  

Say the whole word.  

òStand.ó 

Say the whole word.  

òStand.ó 

Push the next block up.  

Say the next sound.  

2.    

s 
  

      

3.    

t  
  

      

4.    

a 
  

      

5.    

n 
  

      

6.    

d 
  

      

Push the next block up.  

Say the next sound.  
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Oral Blending And Segmenting Pictures  

Two-Syllable 

Words 1  

 

mail-box 

foot -ball  

sun-shine 

rain -bow 

foot -stool  

blue-jeans 

dog-house 

back-pack 

Two-Syllable 

Words 2  

 

flag -pole 

in-side 

grape-fruit  

inch-worm 

suit -case 

swim-suit  

pan-cake 

down-town 

Two-Syllable 

Words 3  

 

bun-ny 

sor-ry  

six -ty  

fer -ry  

cher -ry  

jel -ly 

emp-ty  

pen-ny 

Two-Syllable 

Words 4  

 

flip -per  

win-ter  

but -ter  

soc-cer  

riv -er  

un-der  

lad-der  

num-ber  

Two-Syllable 

Words 5  

 

bor -row 

pil-low 

shad-ow 

pu-pil 

min-now 

fol -low 

hol-low 

sor-row 

Two-Syllable 

Words 6  

 

tu -lip 

mea-sure 

ro -bot  

stu -dent  

bro -ken 

yel-low 

mu-sic 

po-ny 

Two-Syllable 

Words 7  

 

o-ver  

pro-gram 

clo-ver  

ti -ger  

vi-sor 

pi-lot  

o-pen 

do-nut  

Two-Syllable 

Words 8  

 

qui-et  

te -pee 

ti -ny 

si-lo 

Ve-nus 

is-land 

ze-ro  

i-vy 

Three -Syllable 

Words 1  

 

but -ter -fly  

bas-ket -ball  

pock-et -book 

o-ver -coat  

pep-per -mint  

thun -der -storm  

waste-bas-ket  

news-pa-per  

Three -Syllable 

Words 2  

 

sky-scra-per  

Thanks-giv-ing 

ex-er -cise 

o-ver -alls 

vol-ley-ball  

un-der -ground 

po-ny-tail  

fer -ry -boat  

Three -Syllable 

Words 3  

 

oc-to -pus 

ham-bur -ger  

as-tro -naut 

i-ci-cle 

gas-o-line 

vol-ca-no 

xy-lo-phone 

op-po-site  

Three -Syllable 

Words 4  

 

zuc-chi-ni 

el-e-phant  

med-i-cine 

en-ve-lope 

de-tec -tive  

gym-nas-tics  

e-nor-mous 

sax-o-phone 
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Oral Blending And Segmenting Pictures  

Three -Syllable 

Words 5  

 

kan-ga-roo 

ma-gi-cian 

com-pu-ter  

di-no-saur 

ac-ro -bats  

in-stru -ments 

u-ni-form  

fu -ri -ous 

Three -Syllable 

Words 6  

 

al-li -ga-tor  

wa-ter -mel-on 

su-per -he-ro  

es-ca-la-tor  

au-to -mo-bile  

rhi -no-cer -os 

Jan-u-ar-y 

mo-tor -cy-cle 

Two-Sound  

Words 1  

 

ea-t  

i-ce 

u-p 

p-aw 

b-ee 

i-n 

t -ea 

z-oo 

Two-Sound  

Words 2  

 

ea-r  

wh-o 

th -ey 

a-dd 

k-ey 

s-aw 

d-ay 

h-igh 

Two-Sound  

Words 3  

 

u-s 

a-d 

o-n 

p-ie 

t -o 

o-ff  

g-o 

h-ay 

Two-Sound  

Words 4  

 

w-e 

p-ay 

t -ee 

m-ow 

o-dd 

m-y 

j -aw 

t -oe 

Two-Sound  

Words 5  

 

e-gg 

b-ow 

i-ll  

e-dge 

m-e 

i-tch  

a-pe 

j -ay 

Two-Sound  

Words 6  

 

b-oo 

h-e 

c-ow 

oi-l 

a-che 

oa-k 

s-ee 

t -ow 

Two-Sound  

Words 7  

 

ou-ch 

r -ow 

ai-m 

sh-oe 

ou-t  

y-ou 

b-oy 

ow-l 

Two-Sound  

Words 8  

 

sh-e 

m-oo 

t -oy 

sh-ow 

b-ow 

p-ea 

ee-l 

s-ew 

Three -Sound  

Words 1  

 

t -a-g 

m-a-ze 

p-i-g 

c-o-ne 

m-o-p 

f -aw-n 

n-u-t  

t -ai-l 

Three -Sound  

Words 2  

 

g-a-s 

m-ai-l 

qu-i-ll  

h-aw-k 

r -o-d 

b-oo-t  

r -u-n 

w-oo-d 
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Oral Blending And Segmenting Pictures  

Three -Sound  

Words 3  

 

j -a-m 

sh-i-p 

z-i-p 

f -i-sh 

d-o-ll  

w-i-g 

sh-e-ll  

r -a-m 

Three -Sound  

Words 4  

 

b-o-th  

th -a-t  

th -u-mb 

qu-a-ck 

b-a-th  

t -a-b 

th -i-s 

ch-o-p 

Three -Sound  

Words 5  

 

ch-i-ck 

n-a-p 

ch-e-ss 

g-oo-se 

r -i-ch 

b-oo-k 

y-a-m 

s-ea-l 

Three -Sound  

Words 6  

 

ch-ee-se 

th -a-t  

th -u-mb 

qu-a-ck 

b-a-th  

t -a-b 

th -i-s 

ch-o-p 

Three -Sound  

Words 7  

 

m-oo-n 

c-oi-n 

k-i-t  

g-a-p 

g-a-te  

b-oi-l 

r -oo-f  

k-i-te  

Three -Sound  

Words 8  

 

c-oo-k 

d-aw-n 

h-ow-l 

s-oi-l 

n-oi-se 

f -oo-t  

y-aw-n 

g-ow-n 

Four-Sound  

Words 1  

 

m-a-s-k 

n-e-s-t  

w-i-n-d 

j -u-m-p 

c-o-s-t  

h-a-n-d 

s-e-l-f  

m-i-l-k 

Four-Sound  

Words 2  

 

f -i-s-t  

r -a-f -t  

b-e-n-t  

s-a-n-d 

t -u-s-k 

d-e-s-k 

m-e-l-t  

l-a-m-p 

Four-Sound  

Words 3  

 

p-o-n-d 

s-o-f -t  

v-e-n-t  

y-e-l-p 

b-e-n-d 

m-i-n-t  

w-i-l-t  

m-a-s-t  

Four-Sound  

Words 4  

 

b-ea-s-t  

p-o-s-t  

ch-i-l-d 

b-o-l-t  

c-oa-s-t  

f -i-n-d 

g-o-l-d 

m-o-s-t  

Four-Sound  

Words 5  

 

s-k-i-p 

s-n-a-p 

s-m-e-ll  

s-p-i-ll  

s-w-i-m 

s-t -e-p 

s-c-u-ff  

s-qu-i-d 

Four-Sound  

Words 6  

 

s-l-e-d 

c-l-o-th  

p-l-u-m 

f -l-a-p 

b-l-o-ck 

g-l-a-d 

d-w-e-ll  

t -w-i-g 
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Four-Sound  

Words 7  

 

b-r -i-dge 

p-r -e-ss 

d-r -o-p 

c-r -a-ck 

g-r -i-ll  

f -r -o-g 

c-r -a-b 

t -r -a-ck 

Four-Sound  

Words 8  

 

b-r -ai-d 

f -l-oa-t  

p-r -i-z-e 

s-w-ee-p 

t -r -ai-n 

d-r -ea-m 

s-t -oo-l 

g-r -ee-n 

Five-Sound  

Words 1  

 

f -r -i-n-ge 

s-t -u-m-p 

s-t -a-n-d 

t -w-i-s-t  

c-l-a-m-p 

p-r -i-n-ce 

c-r -u-s-t  

s-t -o-m-p 

Five-Sound  

Words 2  

 

s-t -r -ee-t  

s-p-r -ea-d 

b-l-i-m-p 

s-c-r -a-tch  

g-r -ou-n-d 

s-w-i-f -t  

s-c-r -ea-m 

s-p-l-a-sh 

Five-Sound  

Words 3  

 

s-p-l-i-t  

s-t -r -e-ss 

s-p-r -i-ng 

s-c-r -o-ll  

s-t -r -i-pe 

b-l-o-n-d 

s-c-r -a-p 

p-r -i-n-t  

Five-Sound  

Words 4  

 

p-l-a-n-t  

s-p-r -u-ce 

s-t -r -o-ng 

s-qu-i-n-t  

s-c-r -u-b 

sh-r -i-m-p 

s-t -r -u-m 

b-r -a-n-ch 

Five-Sound  

Words 5  

 

g-r -a-s-p 

s-t -r -i-ng 

p-r -i-s-m 

s-t -a-m-p 

s-p-e-n-d 

s-t -r -i-ke 

s-k-u-n-k 

t -e-m-p-t  

Six -Sound  

Words 1  

 

s-p-r -i-n-t  

s-c-u-l-p-t  

s-p-l-i-n-t  

s-t -r -i-c-t  

s-t -r -a-n-ge 
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 1.  2. 

 3.  4. 

 5.  6. 

 7.  8. 


