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Picture-Word Lotto 
 

This activity gives students a chance to 

practice reading and identifying the 

meaning of words.  Students read color

-coded word cards and place them on 

the matching picture on a game board.  

Each vowel or vowel pattern is printed 

in a specific color, to indicate the 

sound.  For example, the letter a is printed in a bright red color to indicate the short a 

sound.  However, the a_e pattern is printed in a dark red color to indicate the long vowel 

sound. 
 

To prepare the activity:   1)  Print the game boards on heavy white paper or white 

cardstock.  Each board has a left and right page.  There are two ways you can put them 

together.  If the pages were printed on paper, glue them to the inside of a file folder, with 

the center edges at the fold line.  If the pages were printed on cardstock, laminate them 

separately and then tape them together along the center edges, so that they can fold to 

be stored.   2)  Print the word card pages on white cardstock.  Laminate them, then cut the 

cards apart.  Place the pieces in a labeled envelope or plastic bag, and store them inside 

the folded game board.  

Note:  In some games, all of the words have the 

same phonetic pattern.  In other games, the left 

side of the folder has one pattern and the right 

side has a different pattern.  For example, the 

Short A folder has all short a pictures and words.  

The Short/Long A folder has short a pictures on 

the left side and long a pictures on the right side, 

with corresponding word cards.  At the top of the 

page, the sound pictures, from the sound story, 

show the correct sound. 
 

To play the game:  One student can do this 

activity independently, or students can work in pairs, taking turns.  Students should start 

by saying the sound for the letter pattern(s) and sound picture(s) at the top of the board.  

Then students select a word card, read the word, and place it directly on top of the 

matching picture.  Continue until all the words have been placed on the board.    
 

Extension Activity:  After placing all the words on the board, students could copy the 

words onto lined paper.  They could also draw a small picture beside each word to illustrate 

it.  They might also choose one or more words, and write a sentence containing each word. 
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lap  Word Cards For Short A Picture-Word Lotto 

 

nap hat  ran 

man yak fan 

wag van sad 
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dad Word Cards For Short A Picture-Word Lotto 

cat  ax jam 

tag pan add 

zap gas  bag 
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hot Word Cards For Short O Picture-Word Lotto 

not  mop rod 

mom fox wok 

log  sob hop 
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pot  Word Cards For Short O Picture-Word Lotto 

box jog  cot  

dog dol l  got  

top on  off  
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fi l l  Word Cards For Short I Picture-Word Lotto 

him l id  mix 

r ib  r im s ix  

s it  qu it  qu iz  
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big  Word Cards For Short I Picture-Word Lotto 

zip  d ig  g i l l  

j ig  k iss  win  

t ip  p i l l  in  
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run Word Cards For Short U Picture-Word Lotto 

rug sum sun 

hug hut  mud 

mug fun nut  
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bug Word Cards For Short U Picture-Word Lotto 

bus cup dug 

gum jug  pup 

tub up  us  
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fel l  Word Cards For Short E Picture-Word Lotto 

hen leg  men 

net  red set  

web ye l l  vet  
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bed Word Cards For Short E Picture-Word Lotto 

bel l  den get  

jet  keg pen 

pet  ten egg 
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van Word Cards For Short/Long A Picture-Word Lotto 

cap bag tap 

can back snack 

rat  jam man 
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mane Word Cards For Short/Long A Picture-Word Lotto 

bake cane gate 

cave game cape 

tape snake vane 
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mop Word Cards For Short/Long O Picture-Word Lotto 

log  smock box 

hop pot  not  

hot  rod cod 
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hope Word Cards For Short/Long O Picture-Word Lotto 

nose note home 

cone smoke mope 

rode code g lobe 
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l ick  Word Cards For Short/Long I Picture-Word Lotto 

pin  k it  f i l l  

z ip  r id  r ip  

p i l l  w in  d im 
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dime Word Cards For Short/Long I Picture-Word Lotto 

bite t ime p i le  

f i le  k ite  l ike  

r ide r ipe p ine 
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run Word Cards For Short/Long U Picture-Word Lotto 

sun fuss  p lum 

cub tub cut  

bus nut  sub 
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flute Word Cards For Short/Long U Picture-Word Lotto 

mule cube dune 

June p lume cute 

fuse tune tube 
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bed Word Cards For Short/Long E Picture-Word Lotto 

web bel l  hen 

pet  vet  leg  

net  red jet  
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trapeze Word Cards For Short/Long E Picture-Word Lotto 

athlete Pete here 

compete stampede Eve 

concrete complete these 


