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How To Use This Book  
 

There are three sets of Sound City Reading books that can be used at Level 4, Phonics 

Patterns.  Each set of books covers the same phonetic patterns in the same order and 

includes the same set of easy, decodable practice stories.  But each set of books is print-

ed in a different format, as described below.  

 

Phonetic Words And Stories - Books 1-8 - The print is very large, with color -coded vow-

els.  Each vowel sound is printed in a specific color to make the vowels stand out in the 

words.  Ten new words are introduced for each new phonics pattern or syllable pattern.  

There are two columns of the same words for each pattern.  In the first column,  there 

are arrows between the letters and letter patterns for each word.  The words in the sec-

ond column are printed normally.  The words are printed on the right hand page, and 

the matching pictures are shown on the left hand page, in a different order.  This al-

lows the teacher to do a combined phonemic awareness/decoding exercise with the stu-

dents when introducing each set of words.  This set of books is ideal for all younger stu-

dents or older students who have dyslexia or other learning difficulties.  

 

Basic Phonics Patterns - Books 1, 2, 3, 4, 5-6, 7-8  - These books have all black print.  

In most cases, more than ten words are introduced for each new phonics pattern or syl-

lable pattern.  A small picture beside each word illustrates its meaning.  

 

Know The Phonetic Code - Volumes 1, 2, 3  - These books contain one and two -syllable 

word lists for each phonetic pattern and syllable pattern.  They can be used as a review 

of the phonics patterns with students who have already learned to read.  The words 

are not illustrated, but the practice stories are illustrated.   

 

1. Use this workbook with book one of any of the level four Sound City Reading books.  

The phonics patterns in this workbook are arranged in the same sequence as the 

patterns in book one.  Students should practice reading each set of words and sen-

tences in their books, under the supervision of the teacher, then do the related 

workbook pages.  The teacher should provide guidance and support with the work-

book pages at all times as needed.     

2. Students should be sure to use their best handwriting.  Teach handwriting as 

needed. 

3. Some of the words in this workbook may be new to students.  Be sure to explain 

the meaning of any unknown words.   

4. The small pictures on the word sort pages are from A Sound Story About Audrey 

And Brad .  Read this story aloud to the students.  Each picture in the story repre-

sents a specific speech sound. 

5. Congratulate the students on taking a big step towards becoming independent 

readers and writers.  
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us 

off 

ill  

ax 

egg 

cut  

ten 

swim  

frog 

glad 

Draw a line from each word 

to the matching picture.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 



© 2021 by Kathryn J. Davis  6 

  

 
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

us cut  

off ten 

ill  swim  

ax frog 

egg glad 

Copy the correct word under each picture.  Circle each word in the box after you use it.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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A B C D 

E F G H 

1. Jeff  has  a  pig. _____ 

2. I  will  hit  it. _____  

3. A  man  has  a  cat. _____ 

4. Gus  is  in  his  van. _____  

5. It  is  a  big  bell. _____  

6. It  was  as  big  as  a  bus. _____ 

7. Sam  was  glad. _____ 

8. A  frog  can  swim.  _____ 

Write the letter for each picture beside the matching sentence.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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1. Gus  is  in  his   _____________ . 

2. Jeff  has  a   _____________ . 

3. A  man   ___________   a  cat. 

4. A   _____________  can  swim. 

5. It  is  a  big  ______________ . 

6. I  will   _____________  it. 

Write the correct word in each sentence.  

has hit  bell  

van pig frog 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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Word Sort  

off 

ax 

ill  

on 

win  

top 

sad 

sit  

swim  

man 

frog 

glad 

a i  o 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Write each word in the column with the 

matching vowel sound. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 



© 2021 by Kathryn J. Davis  10 

1. miss 

dim   

sit   

swim  

2. fox 

tax  

ox 

ax 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

3. on 

off 

an 

if  

4. ill  

lit  

if  

fin  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

5. nut  

cat 

cut  

tux  

6. leg 

get 

log 

egg 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

7. ten 

net  

tell  

tan  

8. sad 

mad 

glad 

mud 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

9. rag 

fog 

frog 

get 

10. is 

us 

as 

bus 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

Decoding Test - Short Vowels  Look at each picture.  Fill in the bubble by the correct word. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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ship  

shop 

shot 

shell  

shut  

fish  

dish  

cash 

mash 

rush  

Draw a line from each word 

to the matching picture. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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fish  shop 

dish  shot 

mash shut  

cash shell  

rush  ship  

Copy the correct word under each picture.  

Circle each word in the box after you use it. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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A B C D 

E F G H 

1. Pam  has  a  rash. _____ 

2. Jill  will  rush. _____  

3. A  man  got  a  fish. _____ 

4. A  hot dog  is  on  a  dish. _____ 

5. It  is  a  pet  shop. _____ 

6. It  is  not  a  big  ship. _____  

7. It  is  a  big  ship. _____  

8. A  fish  is  in  it.  _____  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 

Write the letter for each picture beside the matching sentence.  
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1. A  man  got  a   ______________ . 

2. It  is  a  pet   _____________ . 

3. A  hot dog  is  on  a   ___________ . 

4. It  is  a  big   _____________ . 

5. Jill  will   __________ .  

6. Pam  has  a  _____________ . 

Write the correct word in each sentence. 

ship  rush  dish  

shop rash  fish  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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Write each word in the column with the 

matching  sound. 

Word Sort  

shell  

hop 

sip 

ship  

sun 

shop 

hip  

ham 

sell  

Sam 

shell  

hut  

sh h s 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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1. shop  

ship   

shin   

sip  

2. wish  

dig 

fish  

dish  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

3. fish  

mash 

fix  

wish  

4. shop 

shell  

mesh 

tell  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

5. sob 

hop 

ship  

shop 

6. ran  

hash 

rash  

shin  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

7. shut  

sum 

hut  

shot 

8. rash  

rush  

rut  

hush  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

9. win  

fish  

ship  

wish  

10. shell  

sell  

shed 

fed 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

Decoding Test - sh                  Look at each picture.  Fill in the bubble by the correct word. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 



© 2021 by Kathryn J. Davis  17 

son 

won 

ton 

of 

from  

front  

oven 

Draw a line from each word 

to the matching picture.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 

A box of pens 
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front  

from  

oven 

 

son 

won 

ton 

of 

Copy the correct word under each picture.  

Circle each word in the box after you use it.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 

v 
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A B C D 

E F G H 

1. Tom  has  a  lot  of  sons. _____ 

2. It  has  a  lot  of  bugs  on  it. _____  

3. Jim  has  a  box  of  pens. _____ 

4. Jan  has  a  box  of  shells. _____ 

5. Sam  won. _____ 

6. It  has  a  ton  of  sand. _____  

7. A  lot  of  kids  got  in  front  of  a  bus. ____  

8. An  oven  is  hot. _____ 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 

Write the letter for each picture beside the matching sentence.  
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1. Sam  ______________ . 

2. Jan  has  a  box  _________  shells. 

3. Tom  has  a  lot  of  ____________ . 

4. An _____________ is  hot. 

5. A  lot  of  kids  got                              

in  __________ of  a  bus. 

6. It  has  a  _____________  of  sand. 

sons ton won 

of front  oven 

Write the correct word in each sentence. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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Write each word in the column with the 

matching vowel sound. 

Word Sort  

top 

ton 

of 

off 

frog 

front  

sob 

son 

won 

wok 

o  o 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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1. won 

wok 

well  

pan 

2. fox 

front  

frog 

fin  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

3. sob 

on 

sum 

son 

4. vat  

ten 

oven 

vim  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

5. con 

tot  

not  

ton 

6. ram  

fog 

frog 

from  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

7. of 

fog 

if  

ox 

 

 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

 

 

 

 

   

Decoding Test - o/son                                        Look at each picture.  Fill in the bubble by the correct word. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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hi  

wƗ 

mƗ 

hƗ 

shƗ 

bƗ 

gƺ 

yƺ ð yƺ 

nƺ 

sƺ  hot 

Draw a line from each word to the 

matching picture.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 

She will be six on her birthday.  
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go we 

no she 

yo-yo he 

so hot me 

hi  be 

Copy the correct word under each picture.   

Circle each word in the box after you use it.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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A B C D 

E F G H 

1. We  will  get  on  a  jet. _____  

2. She  will  sell  a  bell. _____  

3. We  will  pet  a  cat. _____  

4. He  hit  me! _____ 

5. She  is  so  hot. _____ 

6. We  will  go  on  a  bus. _____ 

7. No,  Max  can not  go. _____ 

8. Pat  has  a  red  yo -yo. _____ 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 

Write the letter for each picture beside the matching sentence.  
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1. We  will  ___________  on  a  bus. 

2. _________  will  pet  a  cat. 

3. He  hit   ____________ ! 

4. She  is   _____________  hot. 

5. __________ , Max  can not  go. 

6. _____________  will  sell  a  bell. 

We She me 

so No go 

Write the correct word in each sentence. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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Word Sort  

not  

no 

got 

go 

sob 

so 

doll  

yo-yo 

wet 

we 

shell  

she 

be 

bell  

me 

men 

o ƺ  e Ɨ 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Write each word in the column with the 

matching vowel sound. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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1. so big 

so hot 

so well  

shop 

2. yo-yo 

yak  

yes 

no 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

3. him  

hi  

hill  

hop 

4. hen 

he 

we 

be 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

5. she 

shell  

shed 

we 

6. wet  

we 

web 

be 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

7. met 

men 

me 

mop 

8. nod 

no 

go 

on 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

9. sob 

rot  

got 

go 

10. be 

bet 

bell  

he 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

Decoding Test - i/hi, e/we, o/go                          Look at each picture.  Fill in the bubble by the correct word. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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A  Fish  

 

 

 

 

 

Jan   has   a   fish.  

She   got   it   at   a   pet   shop.  

It   is   in   front   of   a   big   shell.  

It   has   fins.   It   can   swim.  

Jan   is   glad   she   has   a   fish.    

Read the story.  
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Comprehension Test - A Fish  

 
1. Jan  has  a  _________ . 

 

¹   cat    º  dog      »   fish  ¼  bug 

 
2.  She  got  it   __________________ . 

 

¹  at  a  pet  shop   º  from  a  pig    »  on  a  bus  

 
3.  Is  it  a  big  pet ?  

 

¹ yes º  no   

 
4.  It  can   ___________ . 

 

¹ hop º  run   »  dish    ¼  swim  

 
5.  It  is  in  front  of  ___________ .  

 

¹ a  van   º a  big  shell   »  a  shop   ¼  a  big  pot  

Fill in the bubble to show the correct answer.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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Draw a line from each word 

to the matching picture. 

bath  

math  

path  

moth  

with  

thin  

this  

that  

them  

then  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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thin  path  

with  bath  

then  math  

them  moth  

this  that  

Copy the correct word under each picture.  

Circle each word in the box after you use it. 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 
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1.  The  man  will  fix  the  van. _____  

2.  That  is  a  big  bell. _____  

3.  The  dog  will  get  a  bath. ______  

4.  A  moth  is  on  it.  ________ 

5.  Beth  is  with  Seth. _____  

6.  The  bag  fell  with  a  thud. _____  

7.  This  pig  is  fat. _____  

8.  That  pig  is  thin. _____  

A B C D 

E F G H 

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 

Write the letter for each picture beside the matching sentence.  
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1. The  dog  will  get  a  ___________ . 

2. A  _____________  is  on  it. 

3. The  bag  fell  with  a   ____________. 

4. _____________  is  a  big  bell. 

5. Beth  is   __________  Seth. 

6. This  pig  is  _____________ . 

moth  bath  with  

thin  That  thud  

Write the correct word in each sentence. 

Name _______________________ Date _____________ 
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Write each word in the column with the 

matching  sound. 

Word Sort  

thin  

tin  

thud  

hug 

this  

tell  

than  

hat  

ten 

then  

hen 

 t      h     th  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Name _______________________ Date _____________ 
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1. mop 

moth  

pot 

bƺth 

2. than  

pat  

path  

bath  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

3. bath  

bƺth 

bat  

math  

4. than  

math  

moth  

this  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

5. with  

thin  

tin  

that  

6. that  

bath  

hat  

Beth  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

7. thin  

tin  

them  

this  

8. bet 

Beth  

bƺth 

bath  

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

9. bath  

Seth 

moth  

bƺth 

10. then  

them  

with  

Seth 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

¹ 

º 

» 

¼ 

Decoding Test  - th                                            Look at each picture.  Fill in the bubble by the correct word. 

Name ________________________ Date _____________ 



© 2021 by Kathryn J. Davis  37 

This   is   a   cat.  

That   is   a   dog.  

This   is  a   pig.  

That   is   a   frog.  

I   wish   I   had   a   cat.  

I   wish   I   had   a   dog.  

I   wish   I   had   a   pig.  

I   wish   I   had   a   frog.  

I  Wish  Read the story.  
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Fill in the bubble to show the correct answer.  

Name ___________________________ Date _____________ 

Comprehension Test - I  Wish  

 
1. This  is  a  cat .  

 
¹     º           »    ¼  

 
 

2.  That  is  a  moth.  

 
¹                    º                  »                  ¼  
 
 

3.  Beth  is  with  Seth.  

 
¹  º                  »                    ¼   
 

 

4.  This  pig  is  thin.  

 
¹  º    »   ¼   
 

 

5.  The  dog  will  get  a   ___________ . 

 

¹  them         º both         »  math         ¼  bath  


